XKe Morality of Happiness        311

upon Kant's principle would be unbearable.
Absolute duty, placed outside of individual and
social interests, makes us smile, like the Dalai
Lama, who, invisible and confined, expects to
rule as a superior being. For duty itself is defined
by purposes which have given it birth, and which
maintain its essence, as the sap vivifies the tree.

The salvation which the morality of happiness
promises, moreover, appears more certain than
that of the moralities founded upon heavenly
recompense or the fear of hell. Besides, these
latter are more and more out of fashion.